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Chennai, Sept 14:
Employers anticipate 

closing out 2023 with 
a calculated approach to 
hiring, according to the 
latest ManpowerGroup 
( N Y S E :  M A N ) 
Employment Outlook 
Survey of nearly 3020 
employers across sectors 
and regions. The research 
is based on survey 
responses fielded July 
3-31, 2023. The Net 
Employment Outlook 
(NEO) for Q4 is +37%, 
up 1% from Q3 2023, 
and decreased by -17% 
when compared with the 
same time last year.
“The survey findings 

are clear indicators of a 
stable economy despite 
the geo-political and 
economic uncertainties 
being faced across the 
globe,” said Sandeep 
Gulati, Managing Director, 
ManpowerGroup India 
and Middle East. “The 

government’s unwavering 
focus and initiatives to 
drive growth in key 
sectors coupled with 
the onset of the festival 
season are expected to act 
as crucial reinforcements 
and boost the hiring 
sentiments across the 
country.”
Gulati further stated, 

“With the changing 
landscape of the world 
of work, organizations 
that are focused on 
investing in professional 
development of their 
workforce and creating 
a positive work culture 
are better equipped to 
accelerate transformation 
and build resi l ience 
to combat the market 
volatility.”
Key findings from 

survey
Employers across all 

sectors report net positive 
hiring intentions with 
IT Industry having the 

strongest outlook of +44% 
followed by Transport, 
Logistics and Automotive 
(+43) and Healthcare and 
Life Sciences (+42%). The 
least optimistic prospects 
were witnessed in the 
Communication Services 
for the fourth quarter.
Northern region of India 

dominates the job demand 
with an outlook of +40% 
followed by West (+38%).
When asked to rank the 

top drivers of workforce 
productivity, employers 
point to: professional 
development through 
t ra in ing , upsk i l l ing , 
and reskilling (44%), 
cultivating a positive 
w o r k  c u l t u r e  t h a t 
includes performance 
recognition (39%) and 
establishing clear goals 
and objectives for staff 
(33%). The lowest factors 
ident i f ied: in-person 
col laborat ion (14%), 
effective Communication 

& Collaboration (18%) 
and growing adoption of 
existing tech (23%).
In evaluating candidates 

beyond their technical 
s k i l l s ,  e m p l o y e r s 
ranked: communication, 
collaboration and teamwork 
(43%); accountability 
and reliability (33%); 
reasoning and problem-
solving (29%); active 
learning and curiosity 
(23%); and resilience, 
stress tolerance, and 
adaptability (23%) as key 
soft skills.
To overcome talent 

shortages, employers report 
being more willing to hire 
applicants who are older 
and seeking employment 
changes (34%), have 
been unemployed due to 
caretaking responsibilities 
(27%), have non-linear 
career paths (27%), and/
or have been long-term 
unemployed (26%). 

Employment outlook stable, 
skilling drives increased 
workforce productivity

Chennai, Sept 14:
Star Health and Allied 

Insurance, the leading 
Health Insurance Company 
in India, announces a 
significant move towards 
transforming the insurance 
payment landscape with 
the launch of its dynamic 
UPI QR code-based 
payment option for policy 
purchases and renewals. 
The customized solution 
simplifies the customer 
purchase exper ience 
to a few clicks. Star 
Health also launched 
personalized UPI payment 
intent links to enhance 
customer ease. This 
cutting-edge initiative, 

enabled by the National 
Payments Corporation 
o f  I n d i a  ( N P C I ) , 
represents a paradigm 
shift in the adoption 
of modern technology 
driven payment solutions. 
The initiative furthers 
Star Health’s customer 
cen t r i c i t y, enhances 
customer exper ience 
and convenience while 
ensuring seamless and 
secure transactions.
The dynamic UPI QR 

code, integrated into 
payment reminder emails, 
empowers customers to 
complete their transactions 
within seconds . All 
essential payment details, 

Star Health launches dynamic 
UPI QR Code based payments

Chennai, Sept 14:
Social Venture Partners 

India (SVP India), a 
venture philanthropy 
community, has marked 
a significant milestone 
by launching its eighth 
chapter in the vibrant city 
of Chennai. This strategic 
move not only solidifies 
SVP India’s presence 
across all major metro 
cities in the country, 
but also reinforces its 
commitment to fostering 
engaged philanthropy and 
social impact.
SVP India’s Chennai 

chapter has a l ready 
recruited 25 partners, who 
are individuals interested 
in getting involved with 
the social sector in a 
hands-on way. These 
visionary partners, united 
by a shared passion for 
creating meaningful social 
impact, are set to embark 
on a transformat ive 
journey as ‘Engaged 
Philanthropists’.  
Piyush Bhandari, a 

Chartered Accountant 
and Managing Partner of 
IMC Group, will lead the 
Chennai chapter.

SVP unveils Chennai Chapter

 Chennai, Sept 14:
The Meeting was co-

chaired by Guest of 
Dr.Moe Kyaw Aung, 
Ambassador of Myanmar 
to India, New Delhi, 
Dr.Asif Iqbal, President 
IETO & IATC, New 
Delhi, Dr. Venkatachalam. 
M ,  I F S ,  H e a d  o f 
B r a n c h  s e c r e t a r i a t , 
Ministry of External 
Affairs,Government of 
India, Dharmendra Pratap 
Yadav Principal Secretary, 
Handloom, Handcrafts, 
Tex t i l e s and Khad i 
Nitrooge Phonepsrat, 
Con s u l  Gen e r a l  o f 
Thailand in South India, 
Edgar Pang, Consul 
General of Singapore in 
South India,  K.Saravana 
K u m a r ,   C o n s u l 
General of Malaysia 
in South India, Prof.
Ranganathan. J Honorary 
Consul of Myanmar, 
Mr.M. Dhanashekaran, 
Chancellor, Takshashila 
University, Krishna N 
Pimple, Honarary Consul 
of Tanzania,  Trade 
Commissioner of Asean 
Mr. Harvinder Pal  Singh 
and Representation from 
Indonesia and Thailand. 
ASEAN-India Summit 

2023 exchanged views 
on recent developments in 
ASEAN and  India which 
remain two of the world’s 
leading regions. With a  
rapidly changing political 
landscape and growing 
challenges in both regions 
and in the world, the 

Meeting underscored 
their commitment to 
regional integration and 
cooperation as a means to 
promote regional peace, 
security, stability and 
prosperity and to promote 
multilateralism and a 
rules-based international 
order.
T h e  c o n f e r e n c e 

reinforced its support 
for ASEAN Centrality 
in the evolving regional 
architecture and ASEAN 
welcomes the interest 
of India in furthering 
engagement with the region 
through all ASEAN-led 
processes. The Meeting  
also discussed ways to 
make ASEAN and India 
even more relevant to 
the peoples of the two 
regions and to be able 
to better address shared 
global  challenges, from 
human trafficking and 
irregular migration to 
maritime security and 

safety and transnational 
crime, from terrorism 
and violent extremism 
to poverty, sustainable 
development and climate 
change.
The mee t i ng a l so 

provides the political 
impetus for the continued 
strengthening of ASEAN-
India Dialogue Relations. 
The Meeting discussed 
the future of ASEAN-
India cooperation and 
underscored the importance 
of the new ASEAN-EU 
Plan of Action which 
aims to bring cooperation 
between ASEAN and 
India to a higher level 
by addressing regional 
and global challenges of 
shared concern over the 
next five years and it is 
expected to be adopted 
at the ASEAN Post 
Ministerial  Conference. 
The Meeting discussed 

important developments 
in other regions and 
global issues which 

could have a potential 
impac t on r eg iona l 
and global peace and 
prosperity. The Meeting 
recognised that ASEAN 
and India, individually 
and in partnership, could 
contribute further to peace, 
security, stability and 
prosperity of the global 
community of nations. The 
Meeting also stressed the 
importance of promoting 
sustainable development 
and global public goods 
as well as addressing the 
shared global challenge 
of climate change. The 
Meeting welcomed the 
preparations for the first 
ASEAN-India High Level 
Dialogue on 
The Meeting agreed to 

hold the next ASEAN-
India Meeting in UAE  
andexpressed appreciation 
to Thailand for the warm 
hospitality and excellent 
arrangements of the 
delegations in the country.

Recent developments, global issues discussed 
at ASEAN-India Summit 2023
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including the premium 
amount, are pre-fed into 
the QR code, simplifying 
the payment process and 
eliminating the need for 
manual premium amount 
entry. With a simple 
scan of the customized 
code, customers can 
make payments within a 
few seconds, ensuring a 
hassle-free, error-free and 
efficient experience.
Anand Roy, MD & 

CEO of Star Health & 
Allied Insurance Co. ltd., 

said, “At Star Health, 
we prioritize the safety 
and convenience of 
our customers, and the 
adoption of customized 
UPI payment solutions 
reflects our dedication 
to providing seamless, 
efficient, and secure 
payment experiences. 
With this development, 
we empower all our 
customers to embrace 
a new era of insurance 
transactions.”

(Contd from Page 1)
leader in deployment 
of innovative SMRs. 
Russia is moving steadily 
forward with plans for 
an expanded role of 
nuclear energy, including 
development of new 
reactor technology. It is 
committed to closing the 
fuel cycle and envisions 
fast reactors as a key to 
achieve this goal. 
Russia’s current long-

term strategy until 2050 
involves moving to 
inherently safe nuclear 
plants using fast reactors 
with a closed fuel cycle. 
Small modular reactors 

(SMRs) are advanced 
nuclear reactors that have 
a power capacity of up 
to 300 MW(e) per unit, 
which is about one-third 
of the generating capacity 
of traditional nuclear 
power reactors. SMRs, 
which can produce a large 
amount of low-carbon 
electricity, are: Small – 
physically a fraction of 
the size of a conventional 
nuclear power reactor; 
modular – making it 
possible for systems and 
components to be factory-
assembled and transported 
as a unit to a location 

for installation; reactors 
– harnessing nuclear 
fission to generate heat 
to produce energy. SMRs 
can be sited on locations 
not suitable for larger 
nuclear power plants. 
SMRs offer savings in 

cost as well as construction 
time and they can be 
deployed incrementally to 
match increasing energy 
demand. 
SMRs have reduced 

fuel requirements. Power 
plants based on SMRs 
may require less frequent 
refuelling, every three to 
seven years compared 
to between one and two 
years for conventional 
plants. Some SMRs are 
designed to operate for 
up to 30 years without 
refuelling. 
Kudankulam Nuclear 

Power Plant built with 
Russia’s VVER 1,000 
technology is protected 
f r om  n a t u r a l  a n d 
technological disasters, 
including earthquakes, 
tsunamis, tornados and 
and aerial attacks. 
 Rus s i a a l so go t 

neccesary clearances for 
it’s first land-based small 
modular reactor (SMR) 
to be set up in Russia’s 

Arctic north. 
SMR is a water-cooled 

RITM-200N reactor that 
has been adapted from 
the RITM-200 series 
used to power the latest 
fleet of nuclear-powered 
i c eb r eake r s .  G loba l 
nuclear industry is keenly 
watching the erection of 
this SMR in a mighty 
harsh Arctic conditions. 
Such globally positive 

developments are being 
overshadowed by the 
Ukraine war. With Russia 
currently being the world 
leader in deployment of 
innovative SMRs, India 
must take advantage of 
it’s close relationships 
with Russia to tap the 
poltent ial of SMRs. 
It is relevant to point 
out that India has a 
large indigenous nuclear 
power programme with 
the Russian guidance 
and readiness to transfer 
knowledge. 
Carbon neutrality has 

been committed by over 
100 countries to avoid 
the severe consequences 
of climate change caused 
by carbon emissions. 
India too has reiterated 
this commitment based on 
the Paris Accord and now 

at the recently concluded 
G20 Summit. 
As one of the key 

contributors to the low-
carbon-emission energy 
system, nuclear energy 
has drawn much attention 
globally and our own 
Kudankulam power plant 
is success story that 
is deeply studied and 
appreciated world wide. 
 Nuclear energy has 

been an important low-
carbon-emission energy 
source and SMRs are the 
new emerging stars in 
the horizon with Russia 
as the unchallenged super 
star in the segment! 
Nuclear power provides 

10 per cent of global 
electricity but to stem 
climate change the world 
needs greater amounts 
of clean and reliable 
energy. According to 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, to tackle 
climate change, 80 per 
cent of all electricity 
needs will have to be 
met low carbon processes 
by 2050.  So it is time 
for India to focus on 
harnessing clean power 
backed with innovative 
SMRs pioneered by the 
Russian nuclear bedrock. 

India to set up 300 MW small modular reactors...
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